BASIC INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS
VS. COGNITIVE ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY

How to help young learners:

1. Start with context. Provide feedback often, and use facial expression and body. Using
visuals (images, graphs) can be effective in supporting early learning.

2. Start simple. Tasks that require Less cognitive effort are best for early learning.
language. Ensure the task includes concrete ideas (such as objects, rather than ideas
and concepts).

3. Asalearner becomes more proficient, the cognitive effort required to complete the
task should be increased.
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